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This holiday guide has been produced by SMARTBOATING. We are able to offer 
everything from bareboat yacht charters, skippered charters, sailing courses for all levels and 

corporate and teambuilding regattas. With over 25 years experience on Pittwater there is 
simply no other choice. Feel free to contact us at anytime. 
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Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park 
covers the area between the 
western shores of Pittwater and 
the Hawkesbury River. There are 
many splendid bushwalks along 
marked trails to secluded 
beaches, aboriginal engravings 
and lookouts, including Flint and 
Steel on the Hawkesbury and 
The Basin in Pittwater. Visitors 
will enjoy spectacular views over 
the Pittwater Peninsula and 
Broken Bay from the West Head 
Lookout which sits on the most 
Northern tip of the park. 

Winter and spring (the months of June to November) are the best times to visit the park to 
observe the spectacular wildflowers and wildlife. At this time of year the Heath Banksia 
blooms and attracts hundreds of honeyeaters. It is also the mating season for Lyrebirds. The 
careful observer may see the male's spectacular display as it spreads its long tail in a fan and 
throws it forward over its head or hear it's calls which comprises of rapid random melody and 
mimicked calls of other birds. 

Lying near the centre of a large sedimentary basin, Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park is 
characteristic of Hawkesbury sandstone. The rocks are mostly sandstone with some shales 
and volcanic soils at West Head. There are over 900 species of flora in the park. 

Picnic facilities and barbeques are provided at Bobbin Head, Cottage Point and West Head, 
which are all accessible by car. There is a camping ground at The Basin which is also 
accessible by ferry. The flat grassland makes a perfect camping spot on the edge of the Basin 
which is connected to Pittwater by a narrow inlet. There are toilets and barbecues and the 
basin provides a lovely safe swimming spot. Ku-ring-gai Chase can be accessed by car from 
Mona Vale Road via Terry Hills or by Pittwater Road through Church Point and McCarrs 
Creek. The ferry departs from Palm Beach to The Basin every hour between 8:00am and 5pm 
daily. 

The Pittwater/Broken Bay cruising ground is a jewel of world-wide significance. Living in the 
best city in the world it's too easy to take this area for granted and go elsewhere for our 
holidays and leisure activities. However once you venture into the area you will be hypnotised 
by the beauty and isolation and will keep coming back to this paradise so conveniently 
located just 45 minutes from Sydney, Australia's CBD. What makes this area so special is the 
isolation that 30,000 hectares of National Parks; Ku-ring-gai Chase, Brisbane Waters and 
Bouddi give almost 200km of navigable shoreline, providing us with many isolated bays and 
beaches accessible only by water or walking track. 

A little Pittwater history - back in 1788, six weeks after settling in Sydney Harbour Governor 
Arthur Phillip, with extensive global experience, declared of Pittwater "... the finest piece of 
water I ever saw and which I honoured with the name of Pittwater" after William Pitt the 
Younger, Prime Minister of Britain. 

Pittwater Yacht Charters can show you the magic of Pittwater and Broken Bay in 'Tekin' (our 
Seawind 1000 catamaran), or choose your own yacht from our extensive selection. Our 
greatest assets are the knowledge and professionalism of our guides, ensuring your time with 
us will be cherished for years to come. 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Point 

At the head of McCarrs Ck which is the first tributary of Pittwater on the 
Western side as you head North after leaving Bayview. There is a 
Restaurant, bottle shop and general store here. There is also a regular 
ferry service that goes from here to Scotland Island, which is an Island 
community with 500 permanent residents. Well worth a wander if time 
permits. You can pick up a mooring in Mc Carrs Ck by calling Holmeport 
marina on 9997 2055. 

 

Elvina Bay 

Second Bay on the Western shore after 
leaving Bayview. There are permanent 
residents on both sides of the bay that have 
water access only. On the Southern side of 
the bay there is a bush fire brigade shed, this 
is the start of the track that leads to the Elvina 
Bay waterfall. It is about 20 minutes to the 
base of the waterfall and well worth the effort. 
The track leads West from the bush fire 
brigade shed and up past a couple of graves 
of the early settlers, it is up hill from here until 
you reach the waterfall. 

 
  

  

Morning / Towlers Bay 

Sometimes known as Towlers Bay this is the first of the 
protected anchorages that is not filled with permanently 
moored vessels as you head North from Bayview. Being just 
a 20 minute motor from our base means this bay is a 
favourite with sailors who have just managed to scramble 
out of the city in time to get a last minute briefing and head 
out into the wilderness. The bay has two arms the South 
Western arm has plenty of room for anchoring, but beware 
the depth as it shallows rapidly towards the head. A large 
creek enters here and is great for an explore in the dinghy, 
you will be surprised how far you can get as you enter dense 
rainforest country. The North Eastern section has about 25 
club moorings. These are not public moorings so you may 
have to shuffle to allow a club member his rightful place. 
There is a beautiful sandy beach and creek bed to explore. 
Morning Bay offers best protection from West to North East 
wind. 

 

  



  

Morning Bay Clifftop Walk 

In the North Eastern section of Morning bay you will see the 
stone ruins of an old jetty. Row ashore here and walk inland 
to find the ruins of a stone / brick fireplace, this was the first 
park rangers cottage and from here he would walk to the 
Basin every day, the first part of the walk follows this track 
which was created by the ranger. The track leads East from 
the ruins and skirts the hill before leading steeply up and 
round to the left. Following the track and roughly hewn steps 
will bring you to a large overhanging rock section. A track 
leads up steeply between two large boulders, follow this and 
head generally left along the clearly visible track. You will 
come to a junction, take the left fork and proceed to the look 
out, looking South over Scotland Island and in the distance 
to Long Reef. This is one of the most satisfying walks in the 
park. Take some croissants and champagne to the top for a 
spectacular start to the day. 

 

  

  

Coasters Retreat / The Basin 

Pittwaters most popular bay with over 100 club moorings. 
Also the only designated camping ground in The Ku-rin-gai 
National Park. Can get a bit crowded on summer weekends 
so mid week or shoulder seasons are best to discover the 
real beauty of this bay. Great expanses of flat grassy park 
land, a netted swimming enclosure, gas bbq’s, showers and 
toilets, long stretches of white sandy beach and some of the 
best walking tracks in the park are just some of the magic 
here, also being only 3 nautical miles from our base means it 
is an ideal first night stop for those late afternoon getaways, 
ah I can hear the wine cork popping already !!  

Protection from South East/South, West/North west winds. 
Open to North East and tends to cop the strong South 
Westerlies unless tucked right up at the head of the bay. 

 

 



 
The basin walking track is a 40 min (one way) moderate track with 2 major highlights. 
1.Approximately half way along the track there are spectacular views to the North East over Barrenjoey 
Lighthouse and Broken Bay. 
2. One of Sydney’s best examples of Aboriginal rock engravings exists at the end of the track, definitely 
well worth a look. This site was obviously of major significance, possibly an initiation site for youth 
males or birthing site. A lack of direct descendants or a desire to keep the use secret leads to a lack of 
knowledge of the history. 

Definitely worth the trouble if you are into a bit of walking. If you are early enough in the morning Rock 
Wallabies frequent the grassy flats. Also a family of large Goannas show little sign of being afraid of us 
humans. Watch out for the food basket. 

Also worth a venture is the South side of the Bay, here you have about 30 houses that are accessed 
only by water, some are holiday homes and some have permanent occupants, always a good sticky 
beak, with the usual pondering of dropping out of suburbia for an alternative lifestyle!! 

Good place to stay if you have friends joining you for a day sail, as a ferry service from Palm Beach 
runs hourly to drop your guests off.  

  

Portugese Beach 

Beautiful bay on the Western side of Pittwater, between 
Morning Bay and Coasters Retreat. There are no moorings 
in this bay, but anchoring is good on a sandy bottom with a 
gradual shelving towards the beach. Features here are the 
beautiful sandy beach and the isolation. The bay is only big 
enough to handle 4 or 5 yachts for an overnight stay, but 
more often than not you will find yourself the only one in the 
bay. Good protection from Westerly winds with sunshine the 
minute it pops up over the horizon, great night time views 
looking East to civilisation. Great in the winter months when 
the wind is predominantly from the West overnight and early 
morning.  
  

  

 

 



Little Mackeral Beach 

Home of the labour council resort which offers two star accommodation on a trade union member 
preferred basis. A spectacular property of close to 30 ha comprising a main homestead and a number 
of individual cabins. The resort is set dramatically at the base of huge vertical sandstone cliffs, with a 
meandering creek at the Northern end. 

A recent addition is a modern conference facility aimed at low cost use for trade union business, also 
available to the general public upon request. A rough six hole pitch and putt golf course and tennis 
court add to the property. 

In recent times the property has been the centre of a fierce battle between friends of Currawong and 
the trades council who wish to develop a more up market retreat linked to transindental meditation 
groups. It appears that the battle has been won for now as the proposal has been dropped. 

A good place to lunch and swim but not much protection for an overnight stay. Be careful as the 
Northern end shoals rapidly catching the unwary at low tide. 

Managers of the property are not too keen on yachties wandering around un announced so if you wish 
to inspect the accommodation for future reference give them a call before heading ashore. 

 

Mackeral Beach 

Next beach on the West side heading North. Here you will 
find the last pocket of freehold land on the Western 
forshores as you head North. Around 60 homes are built 
here with main street being of grass and no motorised 
transport allowed. Definitely worth a wander around. A 
meandering creek splits the community as it makes it’s way 
to Pittwater from the rugged escarpment that is the backdrop 
to the West. You can imagine Huckelberry Finn being quite 
at home here. Good spot for a lunch time anchorage but not 
enough protection from prevailing winds for an overnight 
stay, also starting to get a bit of swell from the Tasman Sea 
through Broken Bay. Nice spot at the Southern end for a bit 
of snorkelling, with some large boulders and a surprising 
amount of varied marine life. Watch out at the North end as it 
shoals rapidly. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 



Resolute Beach 

Remote and isolated little beach tucked right up under the 
West Head cliff face. It is the second last beach as you head 
North up Pittwater. Little Resolute beach is the last and is 
similar but smaller to resolute. One of the nicest spots to 
swim in Pittwater with crystal clear water and beautiful sandy 
beach. Not much room here so no chance of over crowding. 
Only offers real protection in a Westerly and definitely no go 
in a moderate North Easterly due to discomfort from wind 
and waves. Great little spot to stop for a cuppa on the way 
out of Pittwater or a last swim spot on a calm afternoon as 
you head back from being further down the cruising area. 

A walking track leads directly to the West Head lookout for 
spectacular views of Broken Bay. Best not to leave the yacht 
un-attended though due to lack of protection. 

 

  

  

 

Pittwater Eastern Foreshore 

Clareville 

Very popular beach with land based families. Approximately half way up Pittwater. Large contingent of 
permanently moored boats makes access a bit of a problem but there are holes if you really want to get 
there. Tends to be crowded on weekends and school holidays. This one may be best saved for times 
when you don’t have a yacht. 
 
Careel Bay 
The largest bay in Pittwater. Most significant thing is the mangrove swamps at the Eastern end. Really 
the last proper mangrove area left in Pittwater. One of the best things about Careel Bay is you can 
bank on freshening wind if it has the slightest hint of East in it. Always welcome as you head up 
Pittwater so to take best advantage work your way over to the Eastern shore then run away towards 
West head with the freshening pressure. 

There is a boatshed at the Eastern tip and a channel that leads to it. Be careful not to stray past the 
Northern edges of moored boats as it shoals quickly. As a basic rule, on the civilised side of Pittwater, 
take into account that if the water were deep enough there would be permanent moorings there!!. 
Moorings are available from the boatshed. 

 

 



Palm Beach Peninsula 

Extending from the Northern edge of Careel 
Bay to Barrenjoey headland this area has 
quite a few attractions for the yachtie on 
holiday. There is a hive of activity around the 
ferry wharf at Palm Beach, this is a great 
location to row in and pick up day passengers 
or pick up fish and chips from the legendary 
shop, have a coffee or an ice cream, pick up 
bait or fishing lines etc. This location also 
serves as an overnighter with some notable 
restaurants at hand -  Barrenjoey House, 
Ancora café, and Johna’s.  Beach Rd and 
Palm Beach Golf Club are a 5 minute walk 
away. There is also a playground to give the 
kids a run while you have the coffee. Best 
way to access this area is to hire a mooring 
from Gonsalves or anchor off outside the 
moorings. Be careful to watch movements of 
the commercial ferries from the wharf and 
stay clear. 

 

 

 
Feeling energetic? Why not walk to the top of Barrenjoey Lighthouse, the views of Broken Bay and the 
Central Coast are unsurpassed. Approximately 2.5 hours round trip from the Palm Beach ferry wharf. 

At the Northern end of the Peninsula there is a sheltered anchorage big enough for 5 or 6 yachts to 
anchor, this is one of the only anchorages in Pittwater with protection from NE winds. Extreme care 
must be taken and it would be worthwhile exploring the edges of the anchorage in the dinghy before 
your first time in – it is very shallow if you stray. Great for a lunch time stop out of the wind – not 
recommended for overnighting. 

Gonsalves boatshed – 9974 1353 

Barrenjoey House restaurant – 9974 4001 

Jonahs restaurant – 9974 5599 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Patonga 

Located on the Northern side of Broken Bay as you turn 
West after rounding West Head. Patonga has a general 
store, bottle shop and well known fish and chip shop. It is 
home to a small fleet of commercial fishing boats that ply the 
waters of Broken Bay and is well frequented by a number of 
friendly pelicans. Very sleepy village atmosphere and could 
be a chance to pick up day visitors from the Central Coast. 
The area to the North East of the ferry wharf is particularly 
shallow and shoals to a constant shallow depth from a 
surprisingly long way out. Don’t get sucked in to this area at 
high tide to come back and find the yacht on the sand at low 
tide.  
Patonga is prone to sea swell rolling down towards the Hawkesbury entrance, and strong tidal 
movement (up to 3 knots) and is not a comfortable place to stop unless there is virtually no swell. 

It is a good place to pick up a few provisions or have a coffee and fish and chips and soak up the 
atmosphere of a village that time forgot. Once again there is a ferry wharf used by commercial ferries 
so keep the entrance clear. 
  

  

Little Patonga 

Home to NSW Sport and recreation camp. Nice little Bay to 
the West of Patonga and much more protected. Great for a 
lunch time stop with protection from NE winds when tucked 
up under the Eastern Headland. It’s worth a reckie into the 
camp just for future reference if you have kids, they run 
some great water based programs in the school holidays. 
Nice Bay for a swim off the back of the yacht, they tend to 
be a bit protective of the beach. 

 

 

Flint and Steel 

The first Beach around West Head on the Southern side of Cowan Waters as you head West towards 
the Hawkesbury entrance. This is a great spot in a Southerly as the protection is fabulous, surrounded 
by the Kuringai national park. It is close to the entrance to Broken Bay so tends to pick up any swell 
that is around, so tends to be a bit uncomfortable in anything other than calm conditions. Plenty of 
room to anchor off the large sandy beach although strongly tide affected. Best for a lunchtime stop for a 
swim and a walk on the beach. The point just to the West (Flint and Steel Point) is popular with 
fishermen who walk down the track from West Head, which takes about 40 minutes. The track is very 
steep but a great work out and huge reward with a 360 degree view from the lookout at West Head. 

 

 



Hungry Beach 

The next beach on, heading West from Flint and Steel 
beach. Again this spot is great in Southerly wind and is less 
affected by swell than Flint and Steel. The most notable 
feature of this beach/bay are the dramatic cliffs that rise from 
the back of the beach. On the Western headland there are 
numerous large caves that would no doubt have been host 
to the local Aboriginal people, in fact it is possible to see the 
middens (discarded shell fish mounds) left by these people, 
it is easy to transport your self back in time for a moment 
and imagine how it was to live in those times. This is a great 
lunch time spot and reasonable overnight anchorage in the 
right conditions. Plenty of room to anchor on a bottom of 
mud and sand.  

 

Little Pittwater 

Very snug anchorage in South and Westerly winds. Rugged Bay with difficult access to the shore due 
to a rocky shoreline. Very protected overnight anchorage on a muddy bottom. Will never get crowded 
as not enough swinging room for more than 2 or 3 yachts. Great spot to stop and watch the world go 
by. 

 

Amercia and Refuge Bay 

These bays form the largest inlet in the cruising ground and 
can be found on the Southern shore of Cowan Waters 
basically opposite to the Hawkesbury entrance. 

America bay is on the port side as you enter the opening that 
serves America and Refuge Bays. Both are extremely 
popular and can get crowded on summer weekends, 
however there is heaps of room in both for anchoring, even if 
the public moorings are already taken. There are waterfalls 
in both bays, the one at Refuge has a large vertical drop with 
a nice sandy beach to land on, this is arguably the most 
popular beach in the cruising ground and great fun for kids. 
The waterfall in America bay is  

camouflaged by a bush screen but well worth the effort to 
get up close and enjoy a refreshing fresh water shower. A 
small creek enters at the head of both bays and makes great 
exploration for kids. Yabbie pumping at the head of refuge is 
always productive at low tide. The head of America bay is 
the most secluded of the 2 bays. Refuge bay gets the early 
morning sun whilst America keeps the sun longest in the 
afternoon, so decide if you are a morning or afternoon 
person, or a quick shuffle in the morning can see you get the 
best of both worlds. Very protected from all but a strong 
Westerly. 

There is a garbage barge on the outer edge in between 
these bays, the edges are a bit rough so best to take the 
dinghy in to drop off garbage. 

 
 

 

 



Hallets Beach 

Just around the corner from Refuge bay whilst heading 
West. Fantastic sandy beach and 5 public moorings, with 
heaps of room for anchoring. Always a great spot for lunch 
and good for over-nighting in anything other than a strong 
Westerly. Great swimming beach. 

 
 
 

 

 

Cottage Rock 

Very similar to Hallets Beach except there is only a beach at 
low tide and it is much smaller. There are 3 public moorings 
and heaps of room to anchor. There is a spring fed 
freshwater spout in the centre of the beach for a shower. 
Great for a swim. 

 

 

Cowan Point 

   

Snug little anchorage just to the East of Cowan Point, with 3 
public moorings. Access to the shore is a little difficult as 
there is no beach just rocks. Very quiet and peaceful for an 
overnight stop. 

 

 

 



Castle Lagoon 

The first bay around Cowan point on your port side. There 
are 4 public moorings and plenty of room to anchor, although 
the water is around 10 to 12 metres so you need plenty of 
scope out. This is one of the most peaceful and beautiful 
bays in the cruising area with water that is so glassy in the 
morning you it seems a shame to move and disturb the silky 
surface. There is a hidden waterfall at the North Eastern side 
of the bay, which is well worth the trouble to freshen up 
under the pristine fresh water and imagine yourself to be 
deep in the heart of a remote rain forest, these little gems 
are all over the park if you look carefully. Castle Lagoon is 
protected from all directions. The shoreline is mainly rocky 
with a section of mudflats at the head of the bay where a 
small creek enters, Yabbie pumping at low tide is worthwhile.  

 

Yeomans Bay 

There are 5 public moorings and plenty of room to anchor.  
At head of the bay there is a huge shallow sandy area that 
leads into a long meandering creek that is easily navigable in 
your dinghy. A relaxing paddle up the creek has you feeling 
that you are Huckleberry Finn!! Watch out for the 
crocodiles!!  To the West of the sandy area at the head of 
the bay you will find a creek entering. If you are into a bit of a 
bush bash you can follow this creek line up to a beautiful 
cascading water fall and swimming hole, there is a small 
waterhole about 75% of the way, so don’t be stop here. This 
is a PYC secret – not many know of the swimming hole! 

 
  

  
 
 
 
Coal and Candle Creek 
 
A very deep stretch of water leading to Akuna Bay at the head. Here you will find a fully operational 
marina with café and restaurant and amenities. This is one of the only wharfs as a charterer, we allow 
you to pull up at. It is a floating dock in good condition. Water is also available here to clients utilising 
the marina. It is also possible to get a visitors berth for a night when patronising the restaurant. Due to 
the depths of the creek and steep sided shores anchoring is best at the head of the bay, good for an 
overnight or a quick coffee to start the day. This is a beautiful spot protected from all but the strong 
North Westerly winds. This spot can be a good place to meet friends who may be joining you for a day 
whilst on your holiday.                                                          D’Albora Marina Akuna Bay – 9486 3000 

 
 



Cottage Point 
 
You could call Cottage Point the hub of Upper Cowan 
Waters. It is the central point where you can pick up 
supplies, sit down for a coffee and casual breakfast or lunch, 
enjoy dinner at one of the finest restaurants in Sydney or 
simply meet friends joining you for the day. There are 2 
establishments here: Cottage Point Kiosk – the more casual 
of the 2 for breakfast and lunch and basic supplies. There is 
a courtesy mooring (picture of an ice cream)  or it is an 
anchor just outside the permanent moorings and dinghy trip 
in. Otherwise drop someone in the dinghy and stand off the 
wharf.  

There is a large school of tame Bream that frequent the 
waters edge, so for the kids just ask the kiosk for some stale 
bread and watch the water boil as they go bananas. This will 
give you just enough time for a peaceful coffee if you get the 
timing right. 

 

 

Cottage Point Inn is the ultimate in fine food and waterfront dining. Open Wednesday to Sunday in 
summer and Friday to Sunday in winter for lunch and dinner. During quieter periods it may be possible 
to stay on their wharf, however this presents a couple of obstacles to charterers as no rafting up is 
permitted, and privacy can be an issue as you are basically your yacht is tied up next to the dining 
area. Check ahead with staff as to best options. You can pick up a mooring booked through the 
Kuringai Motor boat club or anchor in one of the nearby bays. If doing so we recommend you take an 
outboard for the dinghy, due to the distance you may have to be away. There is something very special 
about dining in one of Sydney’s finest restaurants then departing to stay on your yacht!! Ah the life of 
the rich and famous!! Organise friends to fly in by seaplane for lunch and you really are living the high 
life!                    Cottage Point Inn – 9456 1011                                     Cottage point Kiosk – 9456 3024 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Smiths Creek 
 
Together with Bobbin head this is the last of the navigable 
tributaries of Broken Bay without heading up the 
Hawkesbury River. About half a mile up stream from Cottage 
Point marks the start of Smiths Creek to Port and the 
continuation of Cowan Creek leading to Bobbin Head to 
starboard. The remoteness of this section is what is so 
striking. Very steep and rugged hills enclose Smiths Creek 
the only sign of civilisation is the sound of the occasional car 
travelling on the road in the national park. There are three 
separate mooring bays leading off the creek to the West, 
giving 10 moorings combined. There are plenty of 
opportunities to anchor in theses bays, but being deep you 
need a lot of scope out. The early morning stillness and 
glassy water make the main creek a favourite with skiers and 
wake boarders. Very protected from most winds due to the 
steep cliffs all round. The very last mooring bay at the head 
of the creek can be exposed in a South Westerly. The head 
of this bay leads into a creek that meanders forever, 
navigable in the ships dinghy and best at high tide, you feel 
you are heading into a lost world that time forgot, yet 
civilisation and the suburb of Terry Hills is over the next 
couple of ridges. You get a tremendous sense of satisfaction 
knowing you can find such spots right in the jaws of a major 
city. This has to be the best city in the world! 

 

  
 
 
Bobbin Head 
 
The very head of Cowan creek. Take the starboard side half 
a mile up stream from Cottage Point.  

Bobbin Head was one of the first access points to broken 
Bay for the residents of Sydney. Home to the historic 
Halvorsens boat shed, people have been hiring boats from 
here for over 100 years. Also a favourite picnic spot with 
expansive flat grassy areas, BBQ facilities, toilets and a 
recently constructed, huge children’s playground. The boat 
shed has limited last minute supplies and there is a coffee 
shop operating with a relaxing outlook over the marina. 
Definitely worth a visit to let the kids run wild while you enjoy 
breakfast, lunch or a coffee, or simply just a sticky beak. If 
coming ashore best check in with the boatshed as to which 
mooring is available for visitors. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Overnighting is possible on one of the boat sheds moorings or on a public mooring in Lords Bay, 
Cotton Tree Bay or Waratah Bay which are off the main Channel leading to Bobbin Head. Both offer 
good protection and seclusion, they are often empty largely due to the fact that not many people know 
they are there.  
  

  
 
 
Looking Glass Bay 
 

Conveniently located to the West of Cottage Point. 
Anchoring only in deep water, 4 boats individually anchored 
would probably be capacity, however you will probably be 
the only one there. Well located to drop in for breakfast at 
Cottage point Kiosk or dinghy over for dinner at Cottage 
Point Inn. Make sure you are well set if you are to leave the 
yacht at anchor. Good protection from all but South to South 
East winds. 

 
 
 
Little Jerusalem Bay 
 

Directly West of Cowan point, this bay has 4 public moorings 
and is conveniently placed and protected from all but SE 
winds. Very secluded but tends to get a bit of power boat 
wash at peak times in the morning and afternoon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jerusalem Bay 
 
Extremely protected bay to the North West of Cowan Point. 
On the Port side heading in you will come across pinta Bay. 
There are 3 public moorings here, this is an extremely 
popular bay due to it’s protection and isolation. There is 
plenty of room to anchor albeit in deep water within the Bay. 
Be careful when closing the head of the Bay as the depth 
reduces rapidly to be no more than 1metre at low tide for the 
last 100m. Of interest is the ruins of an old boatshed which 
operated a rowing boat hire service in the early 1900’s. The 
boatshed burnt down on 2 separate occasions  and has now 
been resumed by the NPWS. There is a rough road that is 
visible climbing the steep grade that led to what is now the 
Pacific Hwy. This track was pushed through by George 
Rhodes in the early days of the boatshed and has 
subsequently been named Con’s scar due to the dramatic 
mark it has left on the landscape. If you follow the line of this 
track to the ridge you can actually see traffic on the F3.  

A bush walking track leading off from the Southern side of 
the ruins winds it’s way up to the F3 and via a pedestrian 
bridge to Cowan railway station. It is about a 2 hour round 
trip and well worth the effort with great views and certain 
sense that you have cheated the city and found an oasis that 
only a few know about. Seeing the constant flow of traffic on 
the F3 serves as a reminder of how lucky we are to have this 
jewel so close to a major city. Why not catch the train to 
Brooklyn and back, just because you can!! This is a holiday, 
an adventure and really serves to increase your love of this 
cruising ground, Unlike the Barrier Reef that is big and in 
your face, the beauty of this area is in the detail that you 
have to look a little harder to find, but when you do the 
rewards are enormous. 

 
 

 

 
 
Little Shark Rock Point 
 

3 public moorings in this bay. Well located and protected 
from all but S-SE  winds. Very secluded but tends to get a bit 
of power boat wash at peak times in the morning and 
afternoon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shark Rock Point to Elanor Bluffs 
 
Opposite the entrance to America and Refuge Bays there 
are 3 beautiful beaches – Fishermans, Whale Rock and 
Possum – all are great early morning or afternoon stops. Not 
the best for overnighting except in Westerly winds, as they 
are a bit too exposed. Great for a swim and walk on the 
beach or a spot for the kids to run off a bit of energy. These 
beaches get the early morning sun as soon as it pops up, so 
if you’re in America or Refuge Bay and it’s too cool, chug on 
over and have breakfast in the sunshine with only the birds 
as company. Great for a swim. 

Very secluded but tends to get a bit of power boat wash at 
peak times in the morning and afternoon. 

 
 
 
Hawkesbury River Entrance 
 
Definitely worth an exploratory visit but best under motor as 
the wind tends to be fickle and the tide runs at up to 4 knots. 
Care must be taken to observe buoyage system around 
Dangar Island to avoid the shoals. Hawkesbury River marina 
at Brooklyn has all supplies and facilities that a yachtie could 
want. Grocery supermarket, chandlery, restaurant, café, 
grog shop (go easy here!), laundry, toilets etc. The channel 
in to the marina is shallow and narrow and is used by ferries 
and other commercial boats, extreme care must be taken if 
coming in here. The wharf is suitable for charterer access on 
the end “T’ heads. There is a 10 minute limit for those using 
the on shore facilities unless you make arrangements with 
the dock master. It is possible to stay overnight in a visitor 
berth by prior arrangement. Great to have dinner in the 
restaurant. Good spot to pick up Central coast guests. If 
taking advantage of the visitor berth a visit via ferry to 
Dangar Island is well worthwhile, see if you could handle the 
offshore lifestyle. 

 

The 2 large inlets of Mullet Creek and Porto Bay are not accessible to charter boats due to in-sufficient 
depth. Also follow carefully the channel markers from Croppy to Juno Point, it is extremely shallow on 
the wrong side. 

Check out the waterfront houses Wobby beach to the East of Dangar Island.    Hawkesbury  Marina – 
9985 7858 
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